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Traveller row moves to High Court 


BASILDON Council’s bid 
to rid the district of illegal 
traveller sites was today 
being challenged in the 
High Court. 

The long-awaited judi- 
cial review of its decision 
to evict travellers from 
Wickford’s Hovefields 
Drive site began at the 
London Court and is 

i -on 


expected to conclude 
tomorrow. 

Council leader Malcolm 
Buckley was pleased the 
hearing was under way, 
but remained disappointed 
a date for the hearing into 
the much larger Dale Farm 
site, in Crays Hill, was still 
to be heard. 

It is expected to merge 


with a separate hearing 
into the Five Acres area of 
the Hovefields site on a 
later date. 

Mr Buckley said: ’‘It is in 
the best interest of every- 
one concerned that these 
matters can reach a speedy 
conclusion. 

“If the two hearings 
merge, it is likely it will 


take more than a week for 
the courts to hear.” 

Meanwhile, travellers on 
five of the plots at the Five 
Acres area of the 
Hovefields site, who are 
protected from eviction by 
an inj unction pending the 
court hearing, have lodged 
fresh planning bids to 
authorise their^omes. 
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